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to stand against the combined forces of Bayanathi and its vassal-
kings. The king of Bayanathi is not keen on war; he is certain of
victory, he is reluctant to shed blood, but he cannot encourage anv
sign of rebellion in the empire. Kawthala's ministers beg him not
to be defiant, but to swallow his pride in the interests of his kingdom.
However, he wishes to go to war, and because his pride has under-
mined his wisdom he even thinks that there are chances of his
winning the struggle. The ministers give way in the end, the em-
bassy is refused admission to the city, and war is declared against
Bayanathi. A few days later, Kawthala's city is besieged by over-
whelming forces, but the emperor, w^ho is still reluctant to shed
blood, offers peace and full pardon, provided Kawthala comes and
pays homage. The ministers of Kawthala demand that he should
accept the offered terms of peace and save the city and its people.
Kawthala refuses to surrender himself, but he decides to commit
suicide so that the ministers can make peace after his death. He bids
a tender farewell to his queen, who has been his consort since vouth.
She wishes to die with him, but he persuades her to live for the sake
of his unborn heir, for she is pregnant. The ministers surrender the
city after his death, and offer the queen to the emperor as a token of
homage. The king of Bayanathi, being magnanimous, grants a full
pardon, and allows the vanquished state to retain its status as a king-
dom, he himself to be its king, and Kawthala's ministers to be retained
in their offices. The king begs Kawthala's queen to marry him, for the
marriage will increase his prestige and power, as she is famed and
beloved in all countries. She begs leave to remain in her own country
in peace, wishing not to have any authority or power, and desiring
nothing else but peace. The king presses his suit and she agrees in
the end, for after all she is really a prisoner in his hands. They are
married soon afterwards in Bayanathi. Months pass, and a son is
born to the queen. She loves the child, and memories of her lost love,
Kawthala, increase the love for the child, but she decides to put it to
death at once. For she realizes that her old kingdom would rebel to
put the prince on the throne, and the possibility of such a rebellion
would cause the king to kill the child. She thinks it is better for the
little prince to die before he has learnt to love life, and to die without
the torture of an execution. As only herself and her faithful lady-in-
waiting know of the birth, the killing of the child cannot be discovered.
The lady-in-waiting goes to the cemetery, according to her instructions,
and leaves the child among the graves. Kawthala is now a tree-god,